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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I 1 international search (under Rules 1 2. 3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
famished to the receiving Office in response to an Utvitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

n The international application as originally filed/fumished 
the description: 

P^S^ ^ 1:34 ^ as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* ^ ^ received by this Authority on 

received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 
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, as originally fiied/fumished 



, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

_ received by this Authority on 04 January 2005 (04.01.2005) 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 
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received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/fiirnished 



□ 

a sequence listing and/or any related lable(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): _ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages ^ 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1. □ In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 
1^ paid additional fees. 

paid additional fees under protest 
I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2- n ^tl^"S requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1. 

not to mvite the applicant to resfnct or pay additional fees. wxvuicuo.i. 

3. This Authority considers thatthe requirement ofunityofinvention in accordance with Rules 13.1. 13 2and 13 3 is 
complied with. 
13 not complied with for the following reasons: 

o^o • ^l^-'r* of claims 1-12 relate to a recording medium having a rewritable area and a write oncel 

rT^l '"""'^^^ P'*^ ^^""^'^ irreversibly in tbe trite once area is higherS Ae ' 

reflectance m the non-recordmg portion ofthe write once area. "i-owe 

^t. object matters of claims 13-23 relate to a recording apparatus, in which when data is recorded in a 
wnte once area, a kser b^ with a heat quantity corresponding to 2 to 4 times the heat quantity necessary for 
recordmg rewritable data m a data recording area is used to irradiate for additional recording ''^''^''^'y 

Therefore, it is not considered that these two inventions are a group of inventions so Unked as to form a 
single general mvenbve concept " lo lunn a 



4. Consequently, this report has been estabBshed in respect ofthe following parts ofthe international application- 
all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting sucii statement 


1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-23 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1-23 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-23 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 2002-245665, A (Sony Corp.), 30 August, 2002 (30.08.02) 

Document 2: JP, 11-45458, A (Ricoh Co., Ltd.), 16 February, 1999 (16.02.99) 

Document 3: JP, 2002-197670, A (Victor Company of Japan, Ltd.), 12 July, 2002 (12.07.02) 

Document 4: WO, 96-16401, Al (Matsushita Electric Industrial Ck)., Ltd.), 30 May, 1996 (30.05.96) 

Claims 1-23 (docimients 1-4) 

Document 1 describes an information recording medium having a rewriting area B and a write once area 
A, in which (1) the reflectance of the recording portion of the write once area A is made higher than the 
reflectance of the non-recording portion, and (2) a security code and the like are recorded in the write once area. 

Document 2 describes (1) an optical disc 1 having a CD-R recording section 2 and a CD-RW recording 
section 3, in which the reflectance of the CD-R recording section 2 is 70% while the reflectance of the CD-RW 
recording section 3 is jfrom 15 to 25%, and (2) an optical disc apparatus. 

Document 3 describes a recording medium having an irreversible area VII and a reversible area Vni in 
which the irreversible area VII is wobble-modulated for recording. 

Document 4 describes an optical disc that stores the information forjudging whether or not a medium 
identification number is provided in a read-in area. 

A person skilled in the art could have easily appUed the technique described in document 2, in which the 
reflectance of a CD-R recording section is made hi^er than the reflectance of a CD-RW recording section the 
technique described in document 3, in which an irreversible area is wobble-modulated for recording, and the 
technique of document 4 for storing the information forjudging whether or not a medium identification number 
IS provided m a read-in area, respectively in the information recording medium described in document 1. 
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Translation of the annex to the international prellminarv examination report 

.^f optical recording mediijmhavinig a data recording area 

in which data can be rewritten and a write-once area in vitxidh data can 
be written only once . and not be erased/ wherein 

. • in_ the data recording area, a reflectance ratio of a part, 

where the data is recorded is lower than a reflectance ratio in a part 
where the data is not recorded, and 

a reflectance ratioof a recordingpit formed with irreversible 
change in the write-once area is higher than a reflectance ratio in the 
part where the data is not recorded in the writ:e-once area. 
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